Drinking & Driving

Puts Kuds
at Risk §

Unbuckled Children & Impaired Drivers...
-A DEADLY MIXTURE
e
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A new twist on the Operation .
America Buckles Up Children |

s
(JO.I’IINI}" to popular belief, the majority of children
who die in alcohol-related vehicle crashes are killed not
by an impaired driver who crashes into them but by the
impaired driver who is transporting them.

A study reported in the May 2000 issue of the Jonrnal of the
American Medical Association shows that nearly two out

of three children who are killed in alcohol-related crashes

are passengers niding with an impaired driver. And in the
majority of these cases, the children were riding with a
drinking adult—a parent, guardian or temporary caregiver
—who did not have the presence of mind to buckle them
up. According to the study, the more alcohol the driver
consumed, the less likely the child was to be buckled up.

This deadly mixture puts kids at risk.

This Thanksgiving week (November 20-26, 2000) —

part of the Buckle Up America campaign and the
Operation ABC Mobilization: America Buckles Up Children
— over 8,000 law enforcement agencies across America
are mobilizing to protect children from two of the lead-
ing risks they face: being unbuckled in a car crash and
being involved in a crash with drinking drivers, inside or
outside their vehicle.

to make sure they are aware that this ste
ment effort is taking place.

And the surprising findings from th
that link impaired drivers with unb:
gives you a compelling new anglu to i terest
your local media.
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You can play a vital role in the Buciie U America campaign and the Operation
ABC Mobilization by making sure your members and the public are aware that during
Thanksgiving week, law enforcement will be placing special emphasis on keeping
kids safe from impaired drivers and those who don’t properly restrain kids in motor
vehicles. And you can support your local law enforcement agencies in their work by
giving them your organization’s public “Endorsement for Enforcement.”

SISSEISNNEr IS aesigned Use the ll.:l'l'l".llflt{‘ media release 1o inform your local media about the
o e £ AEROe3 llpL‘nl'ning enforcement effort and o gIve your f:}.rrfm'.i'emfutﬁr
- LU E 2 Enforcement. lssue the velease and follow-up with your local wedin ontless

Novewber 16-17 or November 200

i3 - - = - - .
e ﬁ.'ll'-ll'll :ll'll'.l msert ||'Ii.' llml]-'l" art IL‘I.L‘ in your IIlL‘lI'II'I{.'I‘ I]'I.II}II:I'..“.‘J'I 10nNs or

submit it to your local community newspapers.  Swbnit these arvticles and
Sollow-up 1o malke sure the articles appear in your newsletter or comnunity

newspapers the week before the Mobilization (Novenber 13-19).

Copy and post the bulletin board poster and submit the “live-announcer”
radie copy to radio stations in your area. Euconrage these media ontlets to

vead them throughout the week prior to, and all duving, the Maobilization.

2. Clip any articles your efforts genervate.

2. Please [ill out the attached fax-back form and sene NHTSA your velease,
lips.
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These and other supporting materials can be reproduced without permis-
sion and are available on the NHTSA Web site: www.nhtsa.dot.gov
by clicking on the Sickie Up America icon. Operation ABC

oliilization law enforcement acrion kit materials are available via the web
x___m.n%[airhag.htm.




